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The sculpture hall contains much work of a high order. M. Rodin's 
bust of "Lord H. de W." springing out of a block of marble may be 
eccentric, but what a striking likeness he has produced in his bust of 
Mr. Bernard Shaw! F. N. C. 




ENFANT 

By Edouard Manet 

FAKE SALES OF ORIENTAL RUGS. 

Every means of fraud known to the business world, writes the editor 
of the Boston Oriental Rug Monthly, seems to be employed by some 
traders in oriental rugs. In all probability there is no richer field for 
the unscrupulous to make their living by fraudulent means. 

Chief among many features of these schemes in the business of 
oriental rugs is the sheriff sale scheme, which has made a profound 
impression for many years in various parts of the country, with varying 
success, which is anything but honorable and manly. The sheriff sale 
scheme, as our readers may know, is a simple matter and is really a 
pretense. The way it is carried on in the oriental rug trade (so far as 
we have been able to trace) is in the following manner: 



38 



BRUSH AND PENCIL 



The rug merchant or merchants sell goods to a person, amounting 
to so many thousands of dollars. The time approaches for the payment 
as by previous agreement. The debtor fails to meet his creditor, and 
then within a few days he finds himself in the hands of the local sheriff. 

Of course, all this is a well-laid scheme by the people who have 
studied all the odds and ends of their profession, but the simple-minded 
and innocent-hearted public, after the extended invitations, through let- 
ters and advertisements, goes in to buy oriental rugs "cheap" at their 
"given away" prices. 

Yes! these people — the creditor, the debtor and the auctioneer — are 
all in collusion, their intersts are combined and they stand together. 
In the course of many years they have studied their position well, and 
are quite aware of the fact that the local merchants or other associations 
composed of such traders cannot harm them, for "they," too, in their 
little way, have done or are doing something of like nature. 

But for the real solution of this despicable transaction we would 
most earnestly appeal to the public, and implore it not to encourage and 
tolerate such sales at any time, or under any circumstances. Watch for 
the schemers; they go everywhere at short intervals. They may come 
to your city. They may be there now. Turn your face from them and 
leave them entirely alone, for in all probability you would be the real 
sufferer in the end. It is not possible you can win against such odds as 
described above, in procuring a good rug cheap. Goodness in rugs and 
cheapness in prices are like water and oil, they cannot combine. And as 
in auction sales, likewise in sheriff sales, you will be the loser. 

Exchange. 
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